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Hello Friends, 
here's how to make sure 
Ay . * 
y you don’t miss any copies 
of Farthing Wood Friends! 
C7 =, 
GETTING YOUR COPIES 
Please ask a grown up either to place a regular 
order with a newsagent, or take out a subscription. 


HOW TO TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION 

(For readers in UK and Republic of Ireland only) 

We'll deliver Farthing Wood Friends to your door every 
week AT NO EXTRA COST. 

Simply write to: Farthing Wood Subscriptions, 

PO Box 1, Hastings, East Sussex TN35 4TJ or 

telephone 0424 755755. 

You may order as many copies as you like but we suggest 
a minimum of 12 parts. Please include payment with your 
order and be sure to state the part number of the first 
copy you want. You can pay by cheque, postal order or 
credit card. 


If you haven't got p0 
all your copies of 
Farthing Wood Friends 


Videos are available with parts 1, 

5 and every fourth part after that. Each 

part with a video costs £5.95 (£2.95 for part 1). 
Whether you're getting your copies from 


your newsagent or having them sent direct to 
your home, please be sure to state whether you want 
video or non-video versions of these parts when ordering. 


You can calculate the amount to pay for your subscription by 
multiplying the cover price by the number of parts required: for 
example 12 parts without the video x £1.20 will cost £14.40, or 
12 parts with video (3 video parts at £5.95 and 9 non-video parts 
at £1.20) will cost £28.65. You can also order back numbers 
from the above address. Postage and packing are free. 


OVERSEAS 

Subscriptions are available in Australia. Either telephone (03) 872 
4000 or write to: Farthing Wood Friends, MC Box 460, Easter Mail 
Centre, VIC 3110 enclosing a cheque/money order for the cover 
price x the number of parts you wish to subscribe to (minimum 12 
parts $47.40 without videos or $74.40 with videos every fourth 
part). 

KEEPING YOUR COPIES TIDY 

You can get a Tidy Box to keep your copies in. Each box holds 
26 copies and costs £5.95. Just ask a grown up to write to the 
address below stating the number of Tidy Boxes you want and 
enclosing the payment. Postage and packing are free. 


HOW TO PAY 
You can pay by cheque, postal order or credit card. Cheques or 
postal orders should be payable to Woodgate (Eaglemoss) Ltd. 

If paying by credit card, be sure to state the cardholder's name, 
type of card (Access or Visa), card number and expiry date. You 
can phone your order on 0424 755755. 
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Dear Fri ends: A lot of readers have asked why the 
Newts were not on the sticker board. 

The problem is that we wanted to make each animal about 
the right size compared with all the others. The Newt 
sticker would have been very small — you would hardly have 
been able to see the Newts! It would have been easy to 

lose them, too. 

We have included the Newt Family in the Sticker Album, so 
| hope that there aren't too many disappointed Newt fans out 
there. If you want more Newts, send in your pictures and 
we'll have a Newt page! 


There's a £5 book token 
for any pictures, puzzles, 
poems or jokes we use on 

this page. 

Write to me, Joan, at: 

Farthing Wood Friends, 

PO Box 95, Hastings 


Here’s a Newt in breeding 


colours drawn by TN35 4TJ 
Sabrina Ellis, age 12 
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indeed! Little did they know ao 
that the wood was home to 
plenty of birds, animals, 
insects ... too many to count. 


Play this game with your friends 
and find out how the animals 
lost their homes. You will need 
a dice and counters for each 
player. Throw the dice in turn "STREAM TO 
and move the correct number & TRICKLE 
of spaces. Read what it says on ~ = i? 
the square you land on. 


Be a nature detective 
Each time you pass this sign try 
and answer the question. Get 
another player to check the 
answer to see if you can move 
on. The answers are below. 


WHICH OF THEse y 
CAN You EAT ? x 


A CORRECT ANSWER TAKES 
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Squirrel says 


It's fun watching Blue 
tits on a birdtable. But from 
May, once the eggs start to 
hatch, don't put out peanuis, 

they are too rich for the 
chicks’ digestions, and they 


1 


GGHi there! I'm Blue tit. | live in the peace and quiet of 
White Deer Park where | find plenty of food inthe trees and 
woodland shrubs and good nesting places, too. But lots of 
my relatives live in or close to gardens where, if 


they're lucky, they find food on birdtables and 

hanging up in baskets. Along with our cousins 

the Great tits, we're the best acrobats in the 
@) yy Park. We can hang upside down off the tips of 


branches and hop along the narrowest of twigs 
in search of insects and grubs. You can tell us 
apart by looking at our heads — ours are bright 
blue and white, theirs are black and white. 99 


We adults (our males and 
females look the same) are 
really quite multicoloured. We 
have a blue crown, wings and 
tail and white cheeks. There’s 
a dark line running through 
each eye and another down 
our yellow bellies. Our backs 
are greenish blue. We’re 
about 11cm long. 


Se Sy 


might choke on small, 
hard bits. 


By hanging upside down we can poke 
our beaks into parts of branches and 
tree trunks that other birds can’t reach. 
We find lots of small creatures that 
way. Our acrobatics can even help us 
find an unusual drink! 

In summer there are usually plenty of 
insects at the tips of twigs and shoots. 
In winter, when there aren’t many 
insects about, we take seeds and nuts, 
too. We'll eat most of the scraps people 
leave for us, but we particularly like nuts 
and fat. 


When we flit from 
branch to branch, ina 
wood or a garden, we 
flutter as if we are not 
very strong flyers. But 
when we're flying high 
over fields or when 
we’re displaying our 
wings to our females 
we swoop gently and 
smoothly. On the 
ground or on 
birdtables we hop 
about. 

We call from our tree 
perches with 2 or 3 
distinct notes and 
then a fast trill. It 
sounds a bit like 
‘Tsee tsee tsee 
tissitissitissi’. 


All About... 


Courting and chicks 


66When we pair up towards the end of 
winter, you might spot one of us males 
putting on a show for a female. We - 
spread out our wings and flutter them 
and raise the bright blue feathers on 
the top of our heads. At this time of 
year the female needs to eat as much 
food as she can find so that she is in 
good condition for laying her huge 
clutch of eggs. Her partner helps out 
by catching food for her.99 


ut his blue wir 


of the female to 


impress her. 


ee ln a 


FOOD OFFERING 
A female flutters her 
wings at her partner 
who is offering her a 
beakful of caterpillars. 
This is part of their 
courtship display, but it 


eh 


also helps the female to 
build up her strength 4 4 


before egg laying. 


Blue tits often use 
nest boxes. lf 
you do put one up, 
make sure the 
entrance is 27mm 
wide to keep out 
House sparrows. 


A 


mc Nee 
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Our females build the nest. They 
choose a hole in a tree or a wall, ora 
nest box if there’s one handy, and fill 
the bottom with dried grass, dead 
leaves, moss and wool. Then they 
line the inside with soft things such 
as hair and feathers. 

Between 7 and 12 eggs are laid at 
the end of April and beginning of 
May. The female lays one egg each 
day but does not begin to incubate 
them (keep them warm) until the last 
one is laid. 

After about 14 days they begin to 
hatch. We only have one brood a 
year and we try to time their 
hatching so that it happens when 
there is a good supply of 
caterpillars. For us woodland Blue 
tits, we rely on winter moth 
caterpillars. Feeding is a non-stop 
job with as many as 12 or more 
gaping beaks to fill. 


When our young leave the 
nest they often stay together 
for a while. They’re not very 
blue to start with - more 
yellowish green, really, with 
yellow cheeks. They look 
more like us adults after their 
first moult at the end of the 
summer. About 10 chicks fly 
off when they’re nearly three 
weeks old. However, only one 
young bird and one parent 
will still be alive the next 
summer. Sounds like a 
disaster, but in fact it’s 
enough to keep a large 
population of Blue tits going. 
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ON THE BACK 


It’s love at first sight when Vixen finds 
Fox resting in her earth. And when Fox 
saves her life from the hunt Vixen agrees 
to be his mate. Always kind and fair, 
Vixen is usually on hand to give the 
smaller animals an encouraging nudge 
or to soothe Owl’s ruffled feathers. 
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TO THE HIND LEGS 


66lt’s autumn and I’m starting to think seriously about 
food. | need to get fat before my winter sleep and that’s 
why I’m having a look round the garden. now. With a bit 

of luck | might find some tasty woodlice. Most of the ,ggm 
garden plants have finished flowering and the trees 

have turned gold, red and brown. Some of the fallen 
leaves lying on the ground will make a nice, warm 
hibernation nest for me when it gets really cold. 99 


Hedgehog’s Challenge: how ypany wasp Ss ca 
you find in the garde) 2 ‘ ‘ 


With a garden full of ripe apples to be 
raided it’s no surprise to find five 
wasps lurking about. 


Earwigs tend to stay 
hidden during the day 
but if you disturb one 
from its dark hidey hole 
you'll see its long body 
with pincers at the end 
of its tail. 


The Great tit sometimes 
bullies the smaller Blue tit as 
they tussle over insects and 
scraps of food. Great tits have 
a black head with white 
cheeks and a black stripe 
down their yellow breast. 


Mistletoe often looks like a nest 
when you see it in a tree but it’s a 
plant which grows on a tree branch. 
Birds eat the berries and when they 
wipe their beaks on another tree the 


seeds take root and another 
Mistletoe plant starts to grow. 


The Guelder rose grows along 
hedgerows and the edges of woods 
as well as in gardens. The berries 
are poisonous but delightfully 
coloured from golden yellow to 
deep crimson, depending on the 
amount of sun they get. 


Michaelmas daisies are 

popular garden plants 

because they add a dash of 

colour late in the year when 

most flowers have died. Their : 

white, pink or purple flowers Apple trees are mainly grown for their 

open out around the time of delicious fruit. Wild apples which grow in 

Michaelmas day - 29th of woods and hedgerows tend to be small 

September. and bitter tasting. Eating apples with 
names like Peasgood’s nonsuch, 
Grenadier and Orange pippin are bred to 
look and taste good. 


Swallow-tailed moth 
caterpillars camouflage 
themselves when they are resting Green bottle flies look like Starlings are rough and noisy 
during the day by pretending to shimmering emeralds when their rascals and quick to leap on any 
be a twig. Did you spot one on metallic green bodies glint in the food put out. Some Starlings live 
the apple tree? At night they arch — sun. They have a nasty habit of in Britain all year - even more 
their body as they move along. laying their eggs round the eyes arrive from abroad in winter. 

and nostrils of frogs and toads. 


_ are lit on Guy Fawkes night - November 


Discovering Nature 


IN THE GARDE f. 


In autumn you sometimes see and smell ‘ 
bonfires. People rake together the leaves 
and fallen branches in their gardens and 

burn them. In Britain, the biggest bonfires 


5th - when fireworks are let off, too. 


You will need: 
4x 1m roll of chicken wire, 
four wooden posts each 
1.2m long, tape measure, 
plastic-coated wire or 
garden string, piece of old 
carpet or plastic sheeting. 


BUILD A COMPOST NEAP 


Bonfires are fun to watch on special occasions, but 
the smoke from them pollutes the atmosphere. A far 
better way of getting rid of unwanted leaves and 
other garden waste is to build a compost heap. 
Compost returns vital minerals to the soil. 


2 Unroll the chicken wire around the 
outside of the posts. Using garden string 
or wire, tie the chicken wire firmly to the 


i h 
q Find a spot for your compost heap at the Seats |seuaral GAGES, 


bottom of the garden, about one square metre 
in size. Get an adult to help you plant a wooden 
post firmly in each corner of the square. 


KIO OI 


er, 3 Place a layer of i 
sticks at the bottom of 
the container. Add 
leaves, vegetable and 
fruit peelings, tea bags, 
grass cuttings and 
weeds to your heap 
whenever you can. 


vate 
@ When the heap is nearing the top of the 
wire, lay the old carpet or plastic sheeting over 


it. Leave the heap for about six months. The 
compost is now reacly to use in your garden 


slowly in the air. . ns 
VA =a ange ae, y ; grab it. Let it go and see what happens! 


“Fe last trick,” said Badger, “I need a . 
“oo Se OTHER TRICKS TO PLAY ON YOUR FRIEN 
“Pil do it,” called out Weasel. AX ef > ~ ae MAGIC MONEY 


“Lie down on the bench and I'll cover you m 5 4 
with this magic sheet,” ordered Badger. Ask a friend to sit réstingyhis arm on the 


Weasel did as she was told and Badger 
waved his wand, saying, 
“Abracadoo, abracadare, now 
l’ll raise you in the air!” 
As the animals watched, 


table with his handover the edge. The 
thumb must be held away from the palm. 
Hold a £5 note between his thumb and 
fingers. Say “Catch if you will, catch if you 
won’t. Bet you’ll never catch this note.” 


fs AN tm y Then ask your friend to keep his eye on 
Weasel, still lying down, rose Y _ | the note and, without moving his arm, = 4 
“How did Badger do it?” . < x ) 
Do you know? MEND-A-CARD F ; A 
You'll need two identical envelopes, two identical playing 
cards, a pair of scissors and some glue. 
BADGER’S LAST TRICK Show the playing card to the/audience 
Badger had hidden two and let them look at it carefully. 
Hedgehogs behind the bench. Cut it in two with the scissors. Put 
When he said his magic words, the two pieces in the envelope and 
the Hedgehogs, hidden by the seal it. Place the envelope on the table 
sheet, slowly raised Weasel. and wave your wand over it. Then pick 
You can do this trick, too — y ‘ up the envelope, slit it open and very 
but in a different way. This , . . slowly pull out the card — whole again! 
is how. (This trick needs 
lots of practice to make it The trick: prepare the trick beforehand: 
look good.) : Carefully glue the address sides of the 


envelopes together, make sure the 
edges match. Putione of the cards in 
one of the envelopes and seal it; Be 
careful how you show the envelope to 
your audience - and make sure you slit 
open the envelope holding the uncut 
Card},(Make.a tiny mark on it so that 
you know which one it is,) 


You'll need two friends to help you, two 
broomsticks, a pair of shoes, a sheet and 
a bench. Fix the shoes to the end of the 
broomsticks and hide them behind the 
bench. 
The person who ‘volunteers’ to be raised 
has already trained and practised with you. 
So has your helper. The volunteer lies down 
on the bench with her feet on the ground 
and you cover her with a sheet. She places 
the two broomsticks on the bench so that 
he shoes stick out at the end. Wave your 
wand and chant your magic spell. Then hold 
one end of the sheet up while your helper 
holds the other side. 
This is the clever bit. Your friend grasps the 
wo broomsticks and, keeping them level, 
slowly stands up, bending slightly 
backwards as if lying down. The audience 
watches in amazement as your friend 
appears to float upwards — never realizing 
how simple the trick is! 


FASCINATING FACTS + FAC “™' “Sine: FACTS + FASCINATING FACTS + FASCINATING FA 


EARS 


Most animals need to hear each 
other call or listen out for danger. 
Only mammals have proper ears 
sticking out of their heads. These 
ear flaps direct the sound into 
the animal’s head. Ears are also 


used as signals. Some people can 


waggle their ears ... can you? 


A DROPPING A LINE 

Bat-eared foxes in East Africa have a 
curious habit of listening to Zebra and 
Wildebeest droppings. With its large ears 
the fox tunes in to Dung beetles’ 
movements. When it hears one it scratches 
it out with its claws and eats it. 


Nieto! 


FINGER TAPPER 

Before it can scoop out grubs from 
trees with its extra-long bony 
finger, the Aye-Aye of Madagascar 
has to find out where its food is 
hiding. It does this by tapping on 
the wood and listening for rustling 
grubs with its large ears. 


<TUFTY TIPS 
This snarling 
Caracal’s pointed 
ears are topped off 
with long tufts which 
show up clearly 
against the white 
inside the ear. They 
flick through the air 
when he twitches 
them showing he is 
excited. 


Don't let the 
tufts fool you. 


TRICK OF THE EAR 
Owl appears to have a fine 
pair of ears but the long 
tufts you can see are really 
just special feathers. Her 
ears are openings hidden on 
the side of her head. 


A WARNING SIGNS 
When a horse flattens its 
ears back it’s a good idea 
to watch out for flying 
hooves and biting teeth. 
Horses, cats, dogs and 
monkeys all flatten their 
ears when they’re fighting 
to reduce the chance of 
getting them bitten or torn. 


IN A FLAP p> 
Like other mammals, an 
elephant uses its ears to 
signal its feelings. When it 
raises and spreads its ears 
out wide it’s in no mood to 
mess around. If it starts to 
flap them it’s definitely upset 
and may be ready to charge. 


@): Which Farthing 
Wood animal has 
the longest ears? 


‘orey | 


A GUANACO ALERT 
See how these Guanacos have pricked 
their ears and turned them forward 
towards a noise that has startled them. 
Dogs do the same thing when 
something attracts their attention. 


™© + FASCINATING FACTS 


BIG FLOP> 
You never see a wild 
rabbit with ears like 
this but some pet 
rabbits are bred 
specially to have the 
droopy look. This 
Lop-eared rabbit 
looks extra cuddly with 
its long, floppy ears. 


v THE TWIST 
Look at the white 
spots on the back of 
this tiger’s ears. 
When cats get angry 
they twist their ears 
round. When a tiger 
flashes the spots 
behind its ears it 
shows it’s in an 
aggressive mood. 


v FLAP JACK 
The Jack rabbit’s ears can be up to 21cm 
long - about a quarter of its body length. 
They’re not just for show though, long ear 
flaps help to keep Jack rabbits cool. 
Blood vessels carry warm blood to the 
ear where it loses its heat. 


“| know a-trick,” squeaked one of the mice, 
and she picked up a few twigs and made a 


Puzzle it ouf 222 


€ ro: pattern of squares with them. 
) MOUSE’S PUZZLE 
hy A Take away 2 twigs to make two squares. 

“It’s magic day, it’s magic day!” chanted the” Badger was the master magician. He opened cea anita ddger’s wand Saas aS) 
Fieldmice as they scampered to a clearing in the show with a flourish, conjuring gaily andistenarves? 
Farthing Wood for the annual magic day. All the coloured scarves out of the air. He continued . 
animals that could perform tricks were going to by pulling a rabbit out of a hat — and then he | . 
show off, while the rest watched. lost his wand, Squirrel, who was good at sums, took 

U over and amused the audience with a 


few number tricks. Here’s one of them. 


Meanwhile, Badger who was searching for his 
wand, came across a whole pile of them. He 
could now continue with his tricks. 


THINK OF A NUMBER 
Everyone think of a number. 

Double it. Add 10. Take away 4. 

Add 2. Halve it. Take away the 

number you first thought of. A 
What do you all get? 


one by one, taking 
the top one each 
time. In what order 

7 would you pick 
“them up? 
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Keep fireworks ina 
closed box at 
all times. 


ROCKET MOBILE 


Make this colourful mobile to hang in 
your bedroom. 


You will need: 

toilet-roll tubes, black paper, thin card, 
black paint, fluorescent paint or pens, foil 
scraps, strong glue, cotton thread, 
coathanger. 


Firework fun 
Fireworks are lit at celebrations in 
many countries. For instance, 
Hindus in India set off fireworks at 
their Festival of Light in November, 
the Americans use them to mark 
Independence Day (July 4th) and 
the Chinese celebrate New Year 
with a bang in February! Whatever 
the event, make sure you know the 
Firework Code. 


4 
0 
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Keep your pets indoors. 


Never throw fireworks. 


Only adults should 
light fireworks. Always 
light a firework from 
arm’s length. Then 
stand well back. 


Never go back to see 
why a lit firework hasn’t 
gone off. 


2 Glue the semi-circle into a cone 
shape. Glue the cone to the top of 
the tube and leave it to dry. 


Have a bucket of 
water at hand to 
make sure used 
, fireworks are 
dead. 


Ae ce 


q Paint the tube black. 
Cut a semi-circle, 6¢m 
across, from black paper 
to make a pointed head 
for the rocket. 


3 Decorate 
your rocket with 
fluorescent paint, 
coloured shapes 
or pieces of foil. 


2 Stick the two circles together. 


Pierce two small holes in the eaten ERI | e 
peaches. WHEEL SWIRLS 
You will need: 


white card, scissors, glue, 
felt tips, biro, thin string. 


4 To make the rocket’s tail, 
cut a circle from foil, about 
14cm across and cut it into a 
spiral. Glue the centre of the 
spiral to the inside of the 
rocket. 


q Trace the circle template 
twice on to card and cut them out. 

Colour in the pattern on the circles 

using two bright colours. 


§ Make two tiny holes in 
the top of the rocket 
head. Loop thread 
through the holes and tie 
a knot above the cone. 


a Loop the ends of the string over 
your forefingers. Give it a few twists. 
Pull the strings gently in and out. 

Watch the colours mix as they spin. 


Make several 
rockets and hang 
them at different 
heights from a 
coathanger. 


3 Thread a piece of string, about 
1m long, through the two holes. 
Knot the ends 


Colour it in —— 
POND DIPPING 


